Little Acorns Newsletter – Autumn Term, September 2011
Hello and welcome to the Little Acorns Newsletter. This is a free resource to bring you the latest news and views from the Committee as well as updates on planned activities over the coming months. We hope you can spend a few minutes reading the information on the following pages, and assist where possible in ensuring the on-going success of Little Acorns.

Annual General Meeting

We will shortly be announcing our AGM, to be held the 19th of October at 8pm in the ABC Building.  We will be voting on a few matters and then there will be tea, coffee and cakes and nibbles.  We hope to see you there!

=========================

Building

We are pleased to report the builders have nearly completed the extension and the children will be able to use all the play areas soon. Thank-you for your patience while we complete these essential additions to our building.

=========================

New Faces

This term we welcome Barbara and Sarah to the staff, along with many new children. The children are settling in well and the staff are getting used to so many new names. Congratulations to Eimear who has completed an NVQ2 in childcare and education.

=========================

Accreditation

We are pleased to advise parents that Little Acorns has been re- accredited following a successful inspection by the Pre-school Learning Alliance Assessor in June 2011. Congratulations to the staff team and parents' committee that supported this quality assurance programme with enthusiasm and their own time.  
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Departing Parents’ Gift

We would like to thank the parents of children that have left for primary school for their generous gifts and especially the donations for the new book case. This is now installed in the quiet room and is being enjoyed as a more accessible unit for the children.

Farms2Ewe

A visit from Farms2Ewe was been arranged by Tim at Starlings Children Centre for the 14th September and this was a great success as you can see from the picture!

January Sessions

We are pleased to be able to offer new classes from January 2012 in the Starlings Children’s Centre.  These will be smaller than at present, with a maximum of 16 children. Staff will be sourced from our usual team, so children will be familiar with them. 

We will have sessions on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons from 12h30 – 3pm and Starlings will be closed to the public those times. Sessions will cost of £13.75 per session or can be part of funded entitlement. This earlier pick up time may suit parents who need to collect older children elsewhere. Bookings for sessions in Starlings Children Centre can be made now for January 2012. 

=========================

Dad’s Challenge

This took place on 31st July 2011 and was a huge success.  Around £900 was raised and a lot of fun had by all.  Our Chairman highly recommends making the Dad’s Challenge an annual event as it is enjoyable, it provides an opportunity to meet some people that you would not otherwise meet, and it brings in a lot of money.  Thanks to Caroline Karn for coming up with the idea, organising it and subsequently getting us into the Twyford Advertiser.

=========================

Abel and Cole

Please don’t forget to buy your fruit and veg from Abel and Cole - purchases contribute to our fundraising. Orders can be placed via the website or by letting Rachel know the week before a bag is required.

=========================

Committee Vacancies

Little Acorns is a registered charity run by a committee of volunteer parents. The Committee meets once every half term and, although an important business, committee meetings are friendly and informal.

As several parents children have moved to school in September we have a number of roles due to become vacant. We are looking to fill these places now to allow time for a smooth handover, and where appropriate, to cover any additional training and guidance.  

Specifically, we are looking for people interested in taking over for Health and Safety and Site Maintenance.  No previous experience necessary, but a willingness to be part of a successful team is essential. 

To discuss any of these roles, or offer your support to the Committee please speak with either Rachel Blackwell, Little Acorns Manager (email: manager.littleacorns@weyfs.org.uk) or Neetan Kathuria, Little Acorns Committee Chair (email: neetankathuria@googlemail.com).

=========================

Little Acorns has now registered with My School Direct, an online fundraising scheme. All the major retailers are included (M&S, ELC, Boots, Halfords) and many more. Please register for free at www.myschooldirect.com/welcome and next time you go to shop on line help us to raise some funds.

=========================

Do you have anything you would like to sell, and, donate the proceeds to Little Acorns? If so, you are welcome to advertise the details in the next edition of this Newsletter. Please contact Rachel (email: manager.littleacorns@weyfs.org.uk) for more details.

=========================

Have we missed anything? If you have any ideas regarding content that you would like to see included in this Newsletter, please let us know via the Suggestion Box.

